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Tad McIlwraith, PhD 
Department of Anthropology 
Douglas College 
PO Box 2503 
New Westminster, BC 
V3L 5B2 
(604) 527-5788 
mcilwraitht@douglascollege.ca 
 
January 2011 

 
Dear Students, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Splatsin-Douglas College Field School.  The field school is a 
joint initiative of the Splatsin First Nations (splatsin.ca) and the Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology at Douglas College.  Under the direction of Tad McIlwraith, anthropology 
instructor, the field school is meant to expose students to the methods and theories of 
anthropology while at the same time offering students an opportunity to live in and work with 
members of a First Nations community.  Working closely with the Splatsin Department of Title 
and Rights, the current focus of field school research is Splatsin history, culture, and language.  
This broad topic allows for a range of smaller projects, all of which are deemed to be of interest 
to the Splatsin people.     
 
The dates of the field school are May 2 – June 23, 2011.  The course will last eight weeks.  The 
first two weeks of the course (Monday – Thursday mornings) will take place in a Douglas 
College classroom at the New Westminster Campus.  The next four weeks (Monday – Friday, 
including holidays), take place at Splatsin, near Enderby, BC.  Accommodations have not yet 
been finalized.  We may be living communally in shared accommodation or camping.  The final 
two weeks take place back at Douglas College (Monday – Thursday mornings).   
 
Academic requirements will include participation in all aspects of the course, the writing of field 
notes, a short report of field activities, contributions to the field school blog, a test, and a final 
class presentation. 
 
This package includes the following: 
 

• Overview of the course 
• Tentative course schedule 
• Gear list 
• Statement of personal behavior and the use of social media 
• Overview of fees and other application requirements 
• Statement of Splatsin Research Protocols 
• Application form 

 

http://splatsindouglasfieldschool.wordpress.com/ 

http://splatsindouglasfieldschool.wordpress.com/�
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Your application for the field school must include: 
 

• Completed application form 
• Short essay statement of interest 
• Deposit; cheque made out to Douglas College for $50 
• Signed Splatsin Research Protocol Statement 
• Signed acknowledgement of having read the behavior and use of social media statements 

 
Please also note that you will be asked to sign a liability waiver and a photo release waiver upon 
your acceptance to the field school. 
 
In order to be considered for this field school course, please return the above listed items to Tad 
McIlwraith, care of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology.  Completed applications can 
be dropped off Humanities and Social Sciences mail slot at either of the David Lam or the New 
Westminster campuses; please address your application to Tad McIlwraith.  Or, deliver it to Tad 
at his office, 3304a at NW or 3185 at DL.  We are accepting applications until February 25, 
2011.  During March, 2011, we will conduct short interviews with each applicant.  Once 
decisions are made, letters or emails will be sent to students with instructions about enrollment in 
the field school. 
 
We will take a maximum of ten students into the field.  Please understand that the offering of the 
field school is contingent on adequate registrations.  Please also understand that if there is a lot of 
interest, some people will not be offered a spot in the field school.  Application does not 
guarantee acceptance to the field school. 
 
We look forward to receiving your applications and, indeed, participating in the field school with 
you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tad McIlwraith 
Anthropology, Douglas College 
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Anthropology 2193: Anthropology Field School 
6 Credit Course (for Anth 2193) 
3 Credit Course (for SoSc 3399) 
9 credits total 
 
May 2 – June 23, 2011 
 
Course Overview 
 
This is a field of course in cultural anthropological research, with emphasis on the techniques of 
ethnographic research.  It will be conducted in conjunction with the Splatsin First Nations who 
live at Enderby, British Columbia. The course will introduce students to qualitative research 
methods, techniques of data analysis, ethics in research with indigenous peoples, and the 
anthropology, archaeology, and history of the Splatsin peoples 

The course will allow students to demonstrate knowledge and ability in the techniques of 
ethnographic research. This will include interviewing, archival research, note-taking, project 
design, project completion, and fieldwork ethics.  Student will complete detailed written records 
of the field research that will generate data for later analysis by the instructor or the students as 
part of their final project. The students will demonstrate an ability to analyze the data generated, 
and present the findings in a report and/or in a public presentation. 

The structure of the course is fundamentally community-based.  To be clear, we would not be 
able to hold this course without the support and encouragement of the Splatsin First Nations.  As 
a group, we will participate in a number of aspects of the business of the Splatsin First Nations 
and the lives of the community members.  Cultural sensitivity to community concerns, 
conditions, culture, and local values is an essential part of the course and the primary 
requirement of all participants in the field school. 

Further, all student projects (including field notes, photographs, audio and video recordings, and 
final reports) will be collected and delivered to the Splatsin First Nations for permanent inclusion 
in their community archives.  This material will also be housed in the Douglas College 
Department of Anthropology Field School Archives.  The materials generated during the field 
school are meant to be useful to the Splatsin community into the future. 

 

Splatsin First Nations 

On their website, the Splatsin First Nations describe themselves this way: 

The Splats’in First Nations people reside on Indian reserve lands adjacent to the City of 
Enderby to the south and across the Shuswap River to the east. 
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The Splats’in are the most southern tribe of the Shuswap Nation, the largest Interior 
Salish speaking First Nation in Canada whose aboriginal territory stretches from the 
BC/Alberta border near the Yellowhead Pass to the plateau west of the Fraser River, 
southeast to the Arrow Lakes and to the upper reaches of the Columbia River. 

The Shuswap River was an integral transportation route used to travel from village to 
village and to food gathering areas of the Splatsin. 
 
The Splats’in or ‘Spallumcheen’, the anglisized name they are commonly referred to as, 
are governed by an elected Chief and Council. 

The main administration office of the Splatsin is located on Old Vernon Rd.  

 
Field School Prerequisites  

The only formal prerequisite for the course is permission of the instructor.  This permission is 
granted after the submission of an application and a short interview.  It is highly recommended 
that students have at least one class in anthropology.  Anthropology 1120 (BC First Nations), 
Anthropology 1160 (Canada First Nations), or Anthropology 2210 (Prehistory of the Americas) 
are highly recommended. 

That said, we are looking for students who are committed to learning about life in a BC native 
community.  This commitment will be demonstrated by full participation in all aspects of the 
field school, cultural sensitivity, the willingness to manage physical, mentally, and emotionally 
with the experience of living in another community and culture.  It will also be demonstrated by 
your cheerful participation in the life of the field school camp (whether in tents or in communal 
housing).  This cheerfulness will include cooking, cleaning, and ensuring that the needs and 
privacy of others in the field school are respected.  Field school students are expected to be self-
motivated and to take initiative in completing their field school projects. 

Failure to respect community members or your field school colleagues can be cause for dismissal 
from the field school.  A grade of zero would follow. 

Note: A minimum GPA of 2.0 is required to participate in field schools at Douglas College. 

 

Attendance 

Regular attendance and participation in field school classes, field work, and post-field work 
presentations is mandatory.  Some weekend work may be required as this is when shopping for 
the upcoming week’s food will be necessary.  In some cases, you may choose to stay in the 
community on weekends.  It is possible that, with the permission of the instructor, you could 
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spend some time doing archival research in places other than Enderby during the formal field 
school weeks. 

Note: Regular group meetings and expeditions while in the field will also be required.  The dates 
and times of these meetings will be made clear.  

 

Assignments 

1) Test: A test will be given at the end of the first two weeks of classroom work to evaluate 
student comprehension of lectures, readings, and guest presentations. 

2) Field Notes: Students will be responsible for maintaining field notes and records as 
appropriate to work in the field.  In the field, students will usually take notes by hand in a 
personal notebook.  Final, typed copies of the field notes must be submitted in digital and hard 
copy form with photocopies of the handwritten field notes.  Copies of audio and video tapes as 
well as photographs will also be required, should they be generated in the context of field work 
(Two copies will be required.) 

3) Report: A report will be submitted at the end of the course.  This report will be a summary of 
the student’s field school experience.  It will identify the topics and methods of research in the 
field, a reflection on anthropological theory and ethics, and a summary of results.  (Two copies 
will be required.) 

4) Blog: Students will be required to post a short statement of the highlights of their field work 
on the field school’s blog.  The specific requirements (and restrictions) for this exercise will be 
provided. 

5) Presentation: Students will present the results of their research to other students in the class 
during the last week of term. 

6) Attendance: Attendance is required in all aspects of the field school.  See above for more 
information. 
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Evaluation 

Appropriate Community Behavior Pass/Fail 
Attendance and Participation 20 
Test 10 
Field Notes and Research Record* 30 
Report 15 
Blogging 10 
Presentation 15 
 

*Note: Well-kept field notes are absolutely critical.  In all likelihood, they will be the most 
important record of what you learn from community members.  Your field notes grade includes: 
1) taking the notes and writing up expanded notes on a computer; 2) submitting 2 copies of your 
hand-written notes and your typed final copies; 3) submitting a digital copy, on disc, of the field 
notes; and 4) submitting additional field materials including copies of all photographs, audio and 
video recordings with a log of each (2 copies required of each). 

Failure to adequately record and transcribe field notes, or submit all components of your 
research record, or inappropriate community behavior will result in failure of the course 

regardless of other course achievements. 

 

General Outline of Activities and Schedule of Events 

Note: this continues to be a work-in-progress and is subject to revision.  A class syllabus with 
lecture topics, guest speakers, readings will be distributed at the first classroom meeting.  

Pre-field school: The course begins on May 2, 2011, at the New Westminster campus of Douglas 
College.  For the following two weeks, Mondays to Thursdays, we will meet from 9am to 12pm 
to hear lectures by the course instructor and by guests.  We will also spend time deciding on 
research topics, setting up students research pairs, and organizing logistical details like creating 
menus and shopping lists. 

Field school: We will live at Splatsin between May 16 and June 10, 2011.  While you are not 
expected to stay in Splatsin on the weekends, field school will typically begin at 1p on Mondays 
with a class meeting and end at 1p on Fridays for the week after a class meeting and lunch.  This 
schedule accounts for the fact that it is a 5-6 hour drive from Vancouver to Enderby.  Students 
are responsible for their own transportation to and from Enderby.  (The instructor will have 3-4 
seats.  Two or three additional drivers will be needed.) 
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There are no formal responsibilities for students on weekends.  However, two students will be 
required to join the instructor to shop at Costco, usually on a Sunday, to get the food needed for 
the upcoming week.   

The general format for field work is as follows: 

• Morning meeting at 8:30a; a group discussion led by the instructor will last 30-60 
minutes.  Breakfast will typically be ‘self-serve.’  Breakfast and other morning rituals 
must be completed by 8:30a. 

• Fieldwork or other activities between 9:30a and 5p.  Students will work typically in pairs 
to answer the research questions they have devised.  Some days will be devoted to field 
trips or workshops, led by a Splatsin person and attended by all field school students 

• Evening meeting at 5p; a group discussion to review the day, identify issues or problems, 
and plan for the next day. 

• Evenings are largely free time although it would make sense if some evening time is 
devoted to work on field notes, cataloguing of photographs, audio recordings, reading, 
etc.   

This field school depends on students who are willing and able to work independently and 
pursue opportunities with Splatsin community members on their own.  The instructor and leaders 
of the Splatsin First Nations will work with students to endure that the appropriate contacts are 
made and that the research projects chosen are feasible and practical. 

Students are expected to be at the camp or shared accommodation and quiet by 11pm each night. 

Student roles: beyond field research, students are responsible for keeping the camp or communal 
accommodation clean and orderly.  During the pre-field school classroom time, a schedule of 
cooking, cleaning, and shopping will be devised. 

Post-field school: The final two weeks of the course are held back at Douglas College in New 
Westminster.  These classes take place Monday to Thursday, 9am to 12pm.  The week of June 
13-16 will be devoted to preparing field notes, reports, and presentations.  The week of June 20-
23 will be devoted to field school presentations. 

 

Student Requirements 

The requirements of students are outlined throughout this document.  That said, it is worth 
reiterating that students must be prepared and willing to: 

• respect the members of the Splatsin community.  This would include, but is not limited 
to, exercising care to protect the privacy of Splatsin people in online communications 
(blogs and other social media sites where written comments or photographs can be 
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posted) and respecting the cultural practices of Splatsin people.  We are guests in the 
Splatsin community. 

• work independently and in small groups, knowing that what they get out of the field 
school will be directly related to the effort they put in 

• work and live in a field camp (with tents) or in a communal housing arrangement and be 
prepared to share camp chores 

• be engaged in activities which require strenuous physical exertion like hiking 
• give their research record to the Splatsin Title and Rights Department and to the Douglas 

College Department of Anthropology 
• sign a waiver which acknowledges the possibility of injury from travel or research-based 

work 
• do the readings, attend the lectures, participate in group meetings 

 

Costs 

There is a fifty dollar, non-refundable application fee.  This fee will be cashed with your formal 
acceptance to the field school.  (If your application to the field school is not accepted, your 
cheque will be returned to you or destroyed.)  An additional $750 is required to support the costs 
of the field school.  This money will be used to pay for field school food, host community 
gatherings, some honoraria costs, field gear purchases, and instructor travel.   

The field school fee does not include tuition fees, the cost of a small package of readings, money 
for student travel (gas and food en route to Splatsin), restaurant meals (should find yourself 
eating out), or incidentals (for example, snacks beyond what is provided).   

 

Gear 

Enderby is a small town with a population of about 3000 people.  It is about 30km north of 
Vernon, BC, a much larger town with 35,000 people.  Salmon Arm is 25km north (17,000 
people).  In a pinch, some gear can be purchased while we are in the field, but shopping time is 
not built into our schedule.  Weather in the north Okanagan in May and June can range from cool 
to hot.  It is going to rain while we are there. 

Further, as we are in the field from Monday to Friday, pack accordingly and consider the limited 
space both in the camp and in the car.  Do your laundry on the weekends. 

All students must bring their own field note books, pencils, and pens.   

The following clothes are recommended: 
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• pants (2) 
• shorts (1) 
• t-shirts (4) 
• warm work shirts or over shirts (2) 
• socks and underwear for 1 week 
• hiking boots  
• walking shoes 
• lighter sneakers 
• sweater or sweatshirt 
• jacket 
• raingear (pants and jacket) 
• gloves, toque 
• hat for the sun 
• towel 
• toiletries  
• water bottle 
• sunscreen 
• pocket knife (Swiss Army or Letherman style) 
• sunglasses 
• bug dope 

The following gear is required (although subject to revision based on living arrangements): 

• sleeping bag (suitable for temperatures to 0oC) 
• tent (shared, if you want) 
• sleeping pad (therma-rest style) 
• day pack 

Other suggestions, although these are not required: 

• camera 
• laptop 
• recreational reading 
• sketch pad for drawing 
• video recorder 
• audio record (tape or digital) 
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Application Package 

The number of participants in the field school is limited to 10.  Please submit a completed 
application to Tad McIlwraith, room NW 3302a / DL A3185 or the HSS Mailroom, by February 
25, 2011.   

Applying does not guarantee a space in the field school course. 

Application checklist: 

Please submit the following to Tad McIlwraith as your application package by February 25, 
2011.   

• _________  completed application form (including the initialing of 1) the personal 
behavior statement and 2) the Splatsin research protocol agreement) 

• Signed copy of the Splatsin research protocol agreement 
• _________ written statement of interest 
• _________ $50 cheque made out to Douglas College1

• _________ this completed checklist 
 

Please submit your application package with the application form on top and the rest of the 
documents in the order given in the above checklist.  Please also include a completed checklist 
with your application.  And, remember that you will be asked to sign a liability waiver and a 
photo release once you are accepted into the course. 

Instructions for the written statement of interest: Your application requires a short expository 
essay that speaks of your life experience and goals.  You must demonstrate that you are willing 
to participate in and contribute to the field school in positive ways.  In one or two pages, please 
tell us about yourself.  Speak about past experiences relevant to the field school.  This includes 
course work, wilderness experiences, cross-cultural experiences, etc.  Speak also to how you 
hope the field school will contribute to your development as a person.  (This essay should be 
about 500 words.) 

This essay is not meant to exclude people without experience.  It is to help us determine that 
your participation in a cross-cultural experience will help you meet your personal goals. 

Evaluation of applications: Applications will be evaluated by weighing GPA, experience, the 
statement of interest, and an interview.  Interviews will be held in late February or early March.  
A minimum GPA of 2.0 is required but if applications need to be ranked, a GPA higher than 2.0 
will be expected.

                                                            
1 Cheques will be cashed upon acceptance to the field school.  If you are not accepted to be part of the field school, 
your cheque will be returned to you. 
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Anthropology 2193 Field School Application for Admission 

Name:       Student Number:  

Address: 

Phone number: 

Email address: 

Do you have a car? __________________  
Are you willing to use your car during the field school and to transport other students from 
Vancouver to Enderby? _______________ 
 
Please list any courses you’ve taken that are relevant to this field school (course numbers and 
titles) and grades received.  Courses taken at other schools are relevant: 

 

 

 

What is your current cumulative GPA? __________________________________________ 

Personal behavior statement: I understand that failure to adequately record and transcribe field 
notes, or submit all components of my research record, or inappropriate behavior within the 
Splatsin community will result in failure of the course regardless of other course achievements. 

Further, participation in the Splatsin-Douglas College Field School requires that I live together 
with other students and cooperate and practice respectful communication and building trust with 
the other students, the instructor, and members of the Splatsin community.  I am mentally and 
physically fit and I am prepared to adapt to social, cultural, and lifestyle differences and to 
tolerate a range of personalities and beliefs that are different from mine. 

Please initial indicating that you have read the preceding statement: ______________________ 

Please initial to say you have read and signed the attached Splatsin research protocol:  ________ 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Signature  Date 
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Splatsin Research Protocol Statement 

Note: This protocol is modified in form from the Secwepemc Statement of Research Protocol 
Principles and is subject to further revision. 

• Noting that the rights of Indigenous Peoples protected under Section 35 of the Canadian 
Constitution Act are inherent, sui generis legal rights and endorsing and supporting the 
principles, guidelines, and implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, I recognize and affirm the Title jurisdiction, and self-
determination of Indigenous Peoples on this territory [their territory] and guardianship 
over the preservation, dissemination, and use of traditional knowledge and cultural 
heritage. 

• I assert the crucial importance of the active participation and leadership of Indigenous 
research partners in all phases of this research, including its application.  Thus, all 
research partners are entitled to be fully informed of and discuss the nature, scope, and 
ultimate integration of their participation, knowledge, and narratives into the final report 
writing and products, as well as its potential publication, dissemination, and use. 

• While the copyright of the final written products of this research will remain with the 
author(s), researchers in our community affirm that the Splatsin people (individuals and 
group) retain their respective inherent rights, claim all intellectual property rights 
associated now and in the future, and have ownership of all cultural information obtained 
from them, according to Splatsin cultural rules and protocols.  Neither the principal 
investigator from Douglas College, nor Douglas College students, nor Douglas College 
claims intellectual property rights to that information, or copyright to reproduction of its 
products. 

• To the end that through my participation in the Splatsin-Douglas College Anthropology 
Field School, I acknowledge that communities and individuals may have shared 
knowledge beyond the intellectual property rights listed above.  To that end, I am 
securing permission from the Splatsin First Nations now and in the future, for myself to 
utilize this knowledge for the purposes of academic study.  I will share any and all field 
notes and other products of the research field school with the Splatsin First Nations. 

 

I have read the preceding statement and agree to its requirements: _______________________ 
(please sign) 

 

 


